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I5 THIS A oxyMoRON, CPAs who think outside the
box? How aboul an entrepreneurial, adventuresome
CPA Tiem that Aourishes not only becanse they ls-
ten to the needs of their cliens, they also anticipate
them?

Honkamp Kroeger & Co., BC, Dubugue, 1A, opened
its doors without a role model, Itwas simply a hus-
band and wile team in a small post-war oflice with
rwo desks and o sharved phone. Perhaps it was Arnie
Honkamp's undergraduzte degree in marketing that
started it all. [t doesot matter, What matters is that 60
vears later it has grosm o 200 employees and offices
in &ix cities.

This Top 100 CPA firns foray into financial services
wis particularly owtside the box, Thirteen vears ago
it created @ unigue hosiness model, providing wealth
management services exclusively o CPAs and their
clignis, Honkamp Kroeger Financial Services, Inc.
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(HEFS) currently manages over one billion doellars in
client assets placing it among the top two percent of
private LS money managers.

Mot bad for a CPA firm based in a small Mississippi
River lown,

And so, with that being said as just one example, we
are proud 1o present CFA Wealth Provider’s second
ranking of finms by ALUTM.

The fdea for such @ ranking began a year ago when
(e editors of (his publication decided 1o plow an area
that had proviously been left untouched. A survey was
prepared and sent to a wide listing of CPA firms and
the reaction was staggering. Therse were 89 responses.
This year, it has more than doubled and has reached
194, This is the reasen we have chosen to break the
numbiers down into sections and 1o specifically indi-
cate cach section.
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The editors also delved beneath the surface of the
rankings and looked at what affiliations each firm had,
such as broker! dealers, wire-houses, financial services
companies, and the like, n fact, digging even deeper, the
survey revealed the area of financial planning products
that each firm reconmmended in basic categories such as
TRAs, 401 (ks mutual funds, life insurance, honds, 529
plans, to name a few,

For inclusion in this survey we had two eriteria for con-
sideration: they nst e a CPA frm thar has a Qoancial
planning practice, even as & subsidiary or affiliate, and the
financial planner in the office must hold a CPA credential,

There are a few footnotes and explanations to these
rankings vou zhould keep in mind. First, the numbers
listed are, in some respects, based on calendar vear fig-

ures, s reported by the frms, and others are on fiscal
vears, Then too, because ol space limitations, we did not
hiave the room 1o list LLPs, LLCs, corporate designations,
partnerships, and the like To simplify, we just listed the
basic name of the firm,

Mareover, some firms had controlling principals,
CEOs, presidents, ete. Again, for simplification purposes,
we nsed the term “managing partne” And finally, we did
nol have the rocm to nelude all the various licenses held
by the different firms. There wers just o many.

Bazed upon all the e-mails, telephone calls, and faxes
wz have received since the first ranking was published
last October, we firmly believe the following information
in our various charts, graphs, and the like will shed some
vital light on this cver-hurgeoning feld. CRmae
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